IN THE HIGH COURT OF JHARKHAND AT RANCHI
W.P.(PIL) No. 1325 of 2011

Court on is own motion ....... Petitioner
Versus
The State of Jharkhand & others ... Respondents

CORAM: - HON’BLE MR. JUSTICE VIRENDER SINGH, CHIEF JUSTICE
HON’BLE MR. JUSTICE P.P. BHATT.

For the Petitioner : Mr. Indrajit Sinha, Amicus Curiae.
For the State : Mr. R.R. Mishra, G.P.-II

For the UOI :  Mr. Rajiv Sinha, ASGI

For the JSPCB :  Mrs. Richa Sanchita, Advocate

For the Intervenor : Mr. (Dr.) S.N. Pathak, Sr. Advocate &
Diwakar Upadhyay, Advocate

Order No.45/Dated: 4™ November, 2015
Per Virender Singh, C.J.

Mr. Indrajit Sinha, learned Amicus Curiae, submits that the water
bodies of the State are required to be taken care of during the Deepawali
festival between Kali Puja to Chhath Puja falling from 10™ November,
2015 to 18™ November, 2015. It is submitted that during these festivals,
Puja has been performed at the bank of water bodies and after Kali Puja
and Laxmi Puja, Puja materails as well as idol of Goddess Kali, Goddess
Laxmi and Lord Ganesha are also submerged in the water bodies and in
Chhath Puja, while giving 'Arghya’, water and Puja materials are being
offered to Lord Sun and after completion of Chhath, idols of Lord Sun are
also submerged in the water bodies and therefore, there is possibility of
having pollution in the water bodies as idols of Goddess Kali, Goddess
Laxmi, Lord Ganesha and Lord Sun are made of plaster of paris (PoP)
and painted with chemical colours. Therefore, regular cleaning exercise

is required to be undertaken by all the local bodies in the State.



2. Mr. R.R. Mishra, learned G.P.-II, submits that the water bodies
situated in different parts of the State will have to be taken care of by the
local bodies, such as, Municipal Corporations, Municipalities and
Notified Area Committees. However, Urban Development Authority will
issue necessary instructions to the local bodies to take care of water
bodies during the ensuing Deepawali and Chhat festivities.

3. In view of aforesaid submissions, the local bodies, such as,
Municipal Corporations, Municipalities and Notified Area Committees
shall ensure cleaning of water bodies on day-to-day basis between 10™
November, 2015 to 18" November, 2015.

4.  List again for further consideration on 02.12.2015.

(Virender Singh, C.J.)

(P.P. Bhatt, J.)
APK/SB



